Shaping a New Deal for
the Single Market

Harmonised standards in support of a competitive European industry

We appreciate the intention of the new Commission to develop an industrial strategy that can strengthen
the competitiveness of European companies and support its ambitions on the digital transformation of the
European economy and sustainability of the European society. To meet these objectives, however, the EU
needs a functioning Single Market supported by a well-run system for the development, assessment and
use of harmonised standards.

European standards are developed by experts where market demand for such standards exists. Their use
can facilitate, for example, aspects of product safety and/or interoperability. Alignment between European
and international standards ensures that the European market stays connected to the global state-of-the-
art — supporting technological innovation and consumer safety.

Harmonised standards, the references of which have been published in the OJEU, are European standards
that support the free circulation of goods in the European Single Market: companies that use them benefit
from presumption of conformity with EU rules. These standards help to create a level playing field and a
European home market for companies to scale up.

Unfortunately, companies face serious issues with the current EU governance for harmonised standards.
Industry strongly disagrees with the Commission’s interpretation of Regulation 1025/2012. In its
Communication on European standardisation (22 November 2018), the Commission has claimed additional
responsibilities based on the interpretation that standards are an extension of the law, which is neither
workable nor attractive for standards users and developers. This situation now increases the administrative
burden and delays access for innovative technologies to the Single Market.

The use of harmonised standards can support a wide range of different policy goals. Maintaining their
attractiveness and relevance for companies within the Single Market is strategically important. Without
the involvement of companies, there is no future for relevant European standardisation. Therefore, industry
proposes a “new deal” for standardisation to strengthen the smooth operation of the Single Market as part
of a new industrial strategy for Europe.

Recommendations

1. Urgently conduct as part of the European Union's industrial strategy anindependent assessment
of the interpretation of Regulation 1025/2012 on European standardisation and its impact on
users and developers. The objective should be to identify ways to improve the governance and
effectiveness of the system for development, assessment and use of harmonised standards.

2. Restore efficient mechanisms for the development, assessment and use of relevant, state-of-
the-art harmonised standards that respond to market needs and support the application of EU law.
This includes ensuring the necessary flexibility in the Commission standardisation requests and a
timely citation of harmonised standards.

3. Involve industry and other economic operators as full partners in any discussion on European
standardisation policy from inception to implementation.



Joint industry statement on Harmonised standards in
support of a competitive European industry
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Home Appliance Europe

The association representing the home

appliance manufacturers in Europe
https://www.applia-europe.eu
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The voice of digitally
transforming Industries

https://www.digitaleurope.org

afecor

The European Control Manufacturers
Association — http://www.afecor.org
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COMMITTCE FOR EUROPEAN
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

The Committee for European
Construction Equipment
https://www.cece.eu

Eutnpean Federation of
(Catering Equipment Manulacharers

The European Federation of
Catering Equipment Manufacturers
http://www.efcem.info

evuralarrn

The fire and security Industry
https://www.euralarm.org

The European Material
Handling Federation
https://www.fem-eur.com
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Speaking for all-sized enterprises
in 35 European countries
https://www.businesseurope.eu

EUROPE'S TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIES

Europe's Technology Industries

https://orgalim.eu
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The Association of Water and
Heat meter manufacturers
https://www.aqua-metering.org
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and telated Marufacturing Technokgues.

The European Association of the Machine
Tool Industries and Related Manufacturing
Technologies - https://www.cecimo.eu

The European Garden Machinery
Federation — https://www.egmf.org
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Try life without us

The voice of Europe’s leading
wire and cable manufacturers
https://www.europacable.eu
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The European association of
manufacturers of compressors, vacuum
pumps, pneumatic tools and allied
equipment — https://www.pneurop.eu
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The European Trade Association
representing the medical imaging,
radiotherapy, health ICT and electromedical
industries — https://www.cocir.org
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Toy Indusirios of Euwrope

Toy Industries of Europe
https://www.toyindustries.eu/
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The European Committee of Electrical
Installation Equipment Manufacturers
https://www.cecapi.org

The European Association for
the Taps and Valves Industry
https://www.ceir.eu

Europump

The Voke of the Eurgpean Pumg industry

The Voice of the European Pump
Industry - http://www.europump.eu
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The European Association of
manufacturers of gas meters, gas
pressure regulators and associated
safety devices and stations
http://www.farecogaz.eu
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The European association of the
electricity transmission and distribution
equipment and services industry
https://www.tdeurope.eu




